
Welcome to Fifth Grade! 
 

Dear Fifth Grader, 
 

Summer vacation has certainly flown by!  We hope you and your family 
had a splendid vacation and you are ready for an exciting year in fifth grade. We 
have been in and out of school getting our rooms and science lab ready for a 
wonderful year ahead and we can’t wait to meet you.  
 

You will have two teachers for your subjects in fifth grade. Mr. Benack will 
teach math and science and Mrs. Errickson will teach language arts and social 
studies.  Mrs. Thompson will co-teach science and Ms. Karch will co-teach social 
studies. 
 

Here is just a little glimpse into our fifth grade year: In social studies we 
will explore American history. We will begin with a study of the first inhabitants of 
our continent and travel through history up to the Revolutionary War. In science 
much of our work will center on hands on activities and investigations on 
ecosystems, cells, genetics, electricity and magnetism. Through literature, we will 
venture into the worlds of fantasy, realistic fiction, historical fiction and non-fiction. 
During math, we will work on concepts involving decimals and fractions.  We will 
take a hands on approach and solve multiple real world situations throughout the 
various units. 

 
There are a few things we would like you to bring on the first day of 

school so that your classmates and teachers can get to know you. First, between 
now and the beginning of school take some time to go through magazines and 
clip pictures of things that you like and which tell about you. Look for pictures that 
vary in size (but not too large) and also clip words that you feel describe you. Try 
to have at least 15-20 clippings. Bring these clippings to school in an envelope.  
 

Secondly, please remember to bring your completed summer reading 
notes and if you have the book you read, please bring that too. Lastly, be sure to 
view the Supply List for 2019. There is a more specific list on our websites in 
addition to the school list. 
 

We look forward to meeting you on Thursday, September 5th, in room 
400, if you are in Mr. Benack’s homeroom and in room 403, if you are in Mrs. 
Errickson’s homeroom. Enjoy the rest of your summer and get ready for a great 
year in fifth grade! 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Mr. Benack and Mrs. Errickson  
 


